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MOSI’s Second Annual Festival of Chocolate…a Sweet Success
           Festival of Chocolate Brought Over 9,000 Guests to MOSI
Tampa, FL (January 26, 2012) – MOSI hosted Tampa’s second annual Festival of Chocolate, Saturday, January 14 through Monday, January 16.  The Festival of Chocolate is Florida’s largest all-chocolate themed event!  Hours of the festival were Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. and Monday from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
The event featured over twenty vendors selling treats of everything chocolate from truffles, cakes and cupcakes to cookies, brownies and ice creams.  The littlest chocoholics were even able to join in on the fun by creating armpit fudge and lollipops with edible markers.  
Over the three day event, MOSI hosted over 9,000 guests who attended The Festival of Chocolate.  The museum had a packed house for three days and the MOSI membership department even sold over 260 new memberships to guests.  Tanya Vomacka, Vice President of Marketing and Corporate Relations for MOSI, said “We are honored to host The Festival of Chocolate in Tampa for the second year in a row. It was a great success across the board and we are looking forward to bringing it back to MOSI again next year from January 19 – 21.”
New to The Festival of Chocolate this year was a Cocoa-Couture Fashion Show.  Ten up and coming designers sketched, stitched and ate their way into the creation of cocoa-themed fashions fit for the Festival of Chocolate’s “Yum-way”. The garments were created to include wrappers from their favorite candy bars inspired by personal chocolate passions and sweet childhood memories. The Cocoa-Couture Fashion Show took place on Saturday, January 14 at 2:30 p.m. and featured such unique works including a Reese’s Cup Cocktail Dress and a Dove Chocolate Chandelier Dress. 
Award-winning pastry chefs and chocolatiers filled the museum and hosted interactive demonstrations, sharing techniques and tricks of the trade.  Guests even had their chance to vote on the best cake creation in Tampa and learn some chocolate-ology while taking a one-of-a-kind tour through a unique chocolate-themed museum.  Celebrity judges took center stage on Saturday judging such items as the best chocolate drink, cookie, cupcake and truffles.  A few of the lucky celebrity judges included Jerome Ritchey of Studio 10, Jeff Houck of The Tampa Tribune and various radio personalities like Jack Harris of 970 AM and Drew Garabo of 97X.  
About MOSI (Museum of Science & Industry)

MOSI is a not-for-profit, community-based institution and educational resource dedicated to advancing public interest, knowledge, and understanding of science, industry, and technology. With a total size of over 400,000 square feet, MOSI is the largest science center in the southeastern United States, and home to the only IMAX® Dome Theatre in the state of Florida. Kids In Charge! The Children’s Science Center at MOSI is the largest children’s science center in the nation. Disasterville, featuring WeatherQuest, combines education and 10,000 square feet of interactive exhibits on the science behind natural disasters.  MOSI’s newest permanent exhibition, The Amazing You, explores the fascinating world of birth through end of life. Conquer your fears and experience an adrenaline rush like no other on MOSI’s newest permanent attraction, the Sky Trail® Ropes Course, featuring 36 elements on a 12 – 36 foot high, multilevel structure.  MOSI is the proud winner of the 2009 National Medal for Museums by the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the nation’s highest honor for museums. For more information on MOSI, visit www.mosi.org.
About The Festival of Chocolate

Former Walt Disney World Producer and owner of Indigo Creative Productions, Aileen Mand, partnered with third-generation Chocolatier Edgar Schaked to create The Festival of Chocolate-the ultimate interactive, educational chocolate experience.  Marrying her specialty in unique, large-scale public events including Coca Cola’s Olympic City and Major League Baseball’s All-Star Fanfest with his expertise and outreach in the Chocolate Industry, they are now expanding the successful Festival of Chocolate from Central Florida into other cities.  
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